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The native police and soldiers follow the example
set by their white officials, and make all sorts of
exactions from the natives. Professor Ross says:
" To treat a cipaio with disrespect is treason. Some
cipaes have been known to make 300 escudos a day ia
blackmail. They go and pretend to be gathering
laborers and let them off for 20 escudos a head. One
fellow would eat nothing but goat livers. Requiring
women is a routine." x
To send out native soldiery uncontrolled by white
officers to make exactions of any kind, is to invite
trouble; these cipaes or sentries have been the
prime cause of atrocities in every territory where
they have been let loose. They invariably use their
petty authority to satisfy whatsoever their vicious
appetites may crave.
After all, the story of maladministration told by
Ross and Cramer is only too familiar. The allega-
tions they make with regard to corruption or cruelty,
or slavery under an alias, are but a repetition of
accusations that have been made by a long Kne of
reliable witnesses. Colonel Colin Harding found
and disclosed a similar state of affairs in 1901-1902.
In 1904-1905 he was followed by a British journalist,
Mr. H. W. Nevinson, who exposed the same evils of
oppression and corruption in his book, A Modern
Slavery. In 1908-1909 the Rev. Charles Swan told
the same story in his book, The Slavery of To-day.
1 Para. 63, Ross Report.